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• Increasing knowledge of how 
to promote ocean carbon

• How does existing ocean 
governance affect ocean 
carbon?

• How should law and 
governance be reformed to 
promote ocean carbon?

Turning scientific insights into regulatory reform
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• Ocean governance - a rules based system

• A central framework with a constitutional role - Law of the Sea Convention (UNCLOS)

• UNCLOS focused on establishing the extent of state rights and obligations as well as 
modalities for cooperation

• Rules for cooperation deeply fragmented. Mandate scattered across a multitude of 
organisations aimed to promote certain interests.

Baseline

Ocean carbon and ocean governance
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• Central rules developed before knowledge of climate change

• International law inherently difficult - but not impossible - to reform

• Regulatory frameworks are not impartial, aims to promote certain objectives

• For biological carbon pump, rules on marine living resources central

Baseline

Ocean carbon and ocean governance
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Management under existing rules:

• Right and obligation (!) to ensure that fish is caught at specific levels

• Principle of optimum utilisation

• Concept of maximum sustainable yield

Management in consideration of ocean carbon:

• Increase biomass

• Promote conservation of key species and individuals (top predators, large fish)

• Tougher gear and bycatch restrictions

🡪🡪 Basic premises of existing rules does not promote ocean carbon
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• Can we move beyond food production 
objectives and consider climate services?

• Can we complement maximum sustainable 
yield with maximum climate mitigation?

• Climate reforming fisheries requires 
regulatory reform!

Climate reforming fisheries management rules
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• Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet
• Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet

Krabbe et al. ”Reforming International Fisheries 
Law Can Increase Blue Carbon Sequestration” 
Frontiers 2022.
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